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CITY OF LA PORTE

801 Michigan Ave.
La Porte, IN 46350
219-362-0151

City Council
Appointments:

Brian Kajer
Jan. 2026-Dec. 2029

Mayoral Appointments:

Mark Danielson
Jan. 2026-Dec. 2029

Vickie Gushrowski
Jan. 2025-Dec. 2028

Nate Loucks
Jan. 2024-Dec. 2027

Pete Saunders
Jan. 2025-Dec. 2028

Council Liaisons:
Drew Buchanan

Julie West

PC/BZA Attorney:
Mark Worthley

Staff Liaison:
David Heinold

CITY OF LA PORTE - BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS AGENDA
Wednesday, September 9, 2026 at or after 6:00 p.m.
City Hall Council Chambers | 801 Michigan Ave.
www.cityoflaporte.com | (219) 362-8260

NOTE: Individuals requesting to speak on an agenda item must fill
out a comment form with their name, address, and discussion topic.

Reqular Meeting Agenda ltems
Members of the public should understand the Board of Zoning Appeals

members may be unable to thoroughly review and consider materials delivered
by the day of the public hearing. The order of business shall be:

A. Applicant Presentation B. Public Comment C. Staff Presentation
D. Applicant Response E. Board Discussion/Action

ITEM 1. Call Meeting to Order
ITEM 2. Pledge of Allegiance
ITEM 3. Roll Call & Determination of Quorum
ITEM 4. Approval of Minutes: July 14, 2026 Regular Meeting
ITEM 5. USE VARIANCE #26-02 PETITION to Allow an Accessory
Dwelling Unit in the Existing Accessory Building
Petitioner: Rhonda Hotwagner
Property Owner: same
Location: 302 C Street
Staff Report: David Heinold
ITEM 6. VARIANCE OF DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS #26-08

PETITION to Exceed Accessory Building Area — Requesting
1,600 Square Feet

Petitioner: Jeremy Siford

Property Owner: Jeffrey Dorrian

Location: 1819 Michigan Avenue

Staff Report: David Heinold

ITEM 7. Old Business
ITEM 8. New Business
ITEM 9. Other Business
ITEM 10. Adjournment
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Live and archived transmissions of the Board of Zoning Appeals meetings are available at
www.facebook.com/cityoflacortein and wwwij outube.com/citvoflaportein. Minutes and
agendas from previous meetings are available online at www.citvoflaporte.com. Those
seeking to provide public comment on an agenda item must fill out a comment form with
their name, address, and discussion topic. The Board Chair will call them to the podium to
speak when it is time for public comments on the agenda item. All speakers must clearly
state their name and address for the record. Speakers will be given a reasonable length of
time (as determined by the Board Chair) to make their comment and/or express an opinion.
All comments must be in the form of statements.. Personal attacks will not be tolerated and
mav result in exclusion from future public comment opportunities.
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City of La Porte Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, July 14, 2026 at 6:00 PM
City Hall Council Chambers, 801 Michigan Ave.

www.cityoflaporte.com (219) 362-8260

A meeting of the City of La Porte Board of Zoning Appeals (“BZA"), was held at City Hall on Tuesday,
July 14, 2026 at the hour of 6:00 PM, (“local time”), pursuant to notice duly given in accordance with the
rules of the Commission and the Indiana Open Door Law.

ITEM 1. Call Meeting to Order

The meeting was called to order by Chair Brian Kajer at 6:00 PM.

ITEM 2. Pledge of Allegiance

ITEM 3. Roll Call & Determination of Quorum

On a call of the roll, the members of the BZA were shown to be present or absent as follows:

Members Present: Members Absent: Staff Present:
Chair, Brian Kajer Mark Danielson David Heinold, City Planner
Vickie Gushrowski Vice Chair, Nate Loucks Josette Schoof, Eng. Coordinator

Pete Saunders

ITEM 4. Approval of Minutes: May 12, 2026 Meeting Minutes

Chair Brian Kajer called for any changes or corrections to the May 12, 2026 Meeting Minutes. There
being no changes or corrections to the meeting minutes, Vickie Gushrowski made a motion to approve
the May 12, 2026 Meeting Minutes and the motion was seconded by Pete Saunders. The motion
passed 3-0.



ITEM 5. Variance of Development Standards #26-07 Petition
to Exceed Maximum Accessory Building Area — Requesting 1,480

Square Feet

Type of Request: Variance of Development Standards

Staff Report: David Heinold

APPLICANT

Name — Lloyd Anderson

PROPERTY OWNER
Name - same

PREMISES AFFECTED
Parcel Number - 46-06-36-162-003.000-043

Actual/approximate address or location from major streets — 108 Grove Street
Total Acreage — 0.35 acres Flood Zone on Site? - No

gﬁgjgﬁ ;ioperty RED Use of Subject Property — Single Family Dwelling

Zoning of
Adjacent North: B2 South: B2 East: R1D/B2 West: CBD1

Properties

Land Use
West:
of Adjacent North: . East: es
. South:
Properties

SUMMARY: The petitioner proposes to allow construction of a 16 foot by 28 foot carport on the
subject property. The variance of development standards request is to allow 1,480 square feet of
maximum accessory building area.

HISTORY OF SITE: Per the site aerial image, the parcel is 0.35 acres and is currently zoned R1D
(Single Family Residential District). Historically, the property has been used as a single family
residence with a detached garage and shed.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED VARIANCE OF DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS:
The petitioner is requesting a variance of development standards to allow 1,480 square feet of maximum

accessory building area.



STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE: Section 7.04 Building Dimensional Requirements shall be met
for the subject property.

SITE REVIEW FINDINGS: Site review is not required for the type of variance petition.

DECISION CRITERIA:

1) The approval will not be injurious to the public health, safety, morals, and general welfare
of the community;

The proposed accessory building size will not be injurious to the public health, safety, morals, and
general welfare of the community because the existing use of the subject property is for single family
residential and the proposed accessory building will be compatible with surrounding residential
properties within the immediate vicinity. The sizes of residential accessory buildings ranges from 120
square feet to 1,500 square feet in the surrounding area. The proposed accessory building size is
comparable to the existing accessory buildings and carports on similar residential properties.

(2) The use and value of the area adjacent to the property will not be affected in a substantially
adverse manner; and

The use and value of the area adjacent to the property will not be affected in a substantially adverse
manner with the construction of a 16 foot by 28 foot carport for storage of personal automobiles. The
proposed 16 foot by 28 foot carport will not negatively impact the use and value of the area adjacent to
the property because the carport will be used for personal storage. The sizes of residential accessory
buildings ranges from 120 square feet to 1,500 square feet in the surrounding area.

(3) The strict application of the terms of the zoning ordinance will result in practical difficulties
in the use of the property.

The strict application of the terms of the zoning ordinance to limit the size of the accessory building to
721 square feet on 0.35 acres will constitute practical difficulty in the use of the property to store
personal vehicles and property maintenance equipment on site. The sizes of residential accessory
buildings ranges from 120 square feet to 1,500 square feet in the surrounding area.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff finds that the proposed accessory building size is comparable to the existing buildings on
residential properties within the immediate vicinity of the subject property. Staff recommends approval
of Variance of Development Standards Petition #26-07.

Submitted to the Board of Zoning Appeals July 9%, 2026.



Applicant Presentation

Lloyd Anderson, of 108 Grove Street requested a variance to exceed the maximum permitted
accessory building area in order to construct a 16 ft. x 28 ft. steel carport adjacent to his garage. He
explained the structure would be used to protect an older truck and store woodworking materials.

Public Comment
Chair Brian Kajer opened the meeting to public comment and called for public comments. There being

no public comment for or against the use variance, Chair Brian Kajer closed the meeting to public
comment.

Staff Presentation
David Heinold mentioned that the variance is to request a total accessory building area of 1,480 square

feet. David Heinold noted that the property is on 0.35-acres & is zoned as a single-family residential
(R1D) parcel. David Heinold stated that there were three parcels and they are now all combined into
one parcel. David Mentioned that the proposed carport meets applicable setback requirements; only
the size limit requires a variance. David stated that there are similar accessory building sizes that exist
on nearby residential properties. David Heinold mentioned that the request met the required approval

criteria
Staff recommended approval of Variance of Development Standards Petition 26-07.

Board Discussion/Action’
Pete Saunders asked about the construction materials.

Lloyd Anderson stated the structure would be a temporary steel carport placed on the ground.

Pete Saunders made a motion to approve Variance of Development Standards #26-07 Petition to
Exceed Accessory Building Area — Requesting 1,480 Square Feet. The motion was seconded by
Vickie Gushrowski. A roll call vote was taken. The motion passed 3-0.

Yes Brian Kajer Yea Pete Saunders Absent Nate Loucks

Yes Vickie Gushrowski Absent Mark Danielson

Variance of Development Standards #26-07 Petition — Approved 3-0



ITEM 6. Old Business
There was no old business.
ITEM 7. New Business
There was no new business
ITEM 8. Other Business
There was no other business

ITEM 9. Adjournment

Brian Kajer called for a motion to adjourn. Vickie Gushrowski made a motion to adjourn, and the
motion was seconded by Pete Saunders. The motion to adjourn passed 3-0. The meeting was
adjourned at 6:08 pm.

Brian Kajer, Chair Josette Schoof, Secretary



ITEM 5. Use Variance # 26-02 Petition
to Allow an Accessory Dwelling Unit in the Existing
Accessory Building

Type of Request: Use Variance

Staff Report: David Heinold

APPLICANT

Name — Rhonda Hotwagner

PROPERTY OWNER

Name — same

PREMISES AFFECTED

Parcel Number - 46-10-02-235-006.000-043

Actual/approximate address or location from major streets — 302 C Street

Total Acreage — 0.20 acre Flood Zone on Site? - No

Zoning of £ Subiect P _ Residential
Subject Property — R1C Use of Subject Property — Residentia

Zoning of
Adjacent North: R1C South: R1C East: R1C West: R1C

Properties

Land Use | \orth: Residential

of Adjacent South: Residential
Properties

East: Residential West: Residential

SUMMARY: The petitioner proposes to allow an accessory dwelling unit within the existing
accessory building located at 302 C Street as part of the variance request.

HISTORY OF SITE: Per the site aerial image, the proposed accessory dwelling unit is located
on a property with an existing single family dwelling and accessory building that previously
contained a living quarters. Section 29.01 (e) states that in the event that a nonconforming use of
any building or land is abandoned or discontinued for a period of one (1) year, the use shall
thereafter conform to the uses permitted in the district in which it is located. Currently, the
property is used as a single family dwelling with a detached accessory building and the petitioner
proposes to continue use of the existing accessory building as an accessory dwelling unit.

t|Page



DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED USE VARIANCE:
The petitioner is requesting a use variance to allow an accessory dwelling unit in the existing

accessory building.

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE: Section 4.02 Uses sets forth use and development
requirements for the R1C Single Family Residential. The proposed use for an accessory
dwelling unit is not permitted in the district, which requires the approval of a Use Variance as
specified in Section 28.11 of the 2017 City of La Porte Revised Joint Zoning Ordinance.

SITE REVIEW FINDINGS: Site review is not required for this type of variance petition.

DECISION CRITERIA:

(1) The approval will not be injurious to the public health, safety, morals, and general
welfare of the community;

The approval of the requested use variance to allow an accessory dwelling unit within the
existing accessory building will not be injurious to the public health, safety, morals, and general
welfare of the community because the existing building was constructed similar to a living
quarters. The requested use variance to allow an accessory dwelling unit within the existing
accessory building is appropriate for the size and type of residential property.

2) The use and value of the area adjacent to the property will not be affected in a
substantially adverse manner; and

The use and value of the area adjacent to the property requesting a use variance to allow an
accessory dwelling unit will not be affected in a substantially adverse manner because there are
other similar accessory building sizes on comparable lots in the surrounding neighborhood. The
existing accessory building is a legal nonconforming building that was constructed around the
1940s similar to style of the existing single family dwelling.

(3) The need for the variance arises from some condition peculiar to the property
involved;

The need for the use variance to allow an accessory dwelling within the existing accessory
building arises from the condition peculiar to the property involved because the existing building
was constructed similar to a living quarters and is a reasonable use of the existing building. The
subject property has the appropriate amount of land to provide for minimum setbacks between
existing structures and setbacks to surrounding properties.

(4) The strict application of the terms of the zoning ordinance will constitute an
unnecessary hardship if applied to the property for which the variance is sought.

The strict application of the terms of the zoning ordinance will constitute an unnecessary
hardship if applied to the property for which the use variance is sought because the existing
building was constructed similar to a living quarters and it is a reasonable use of the residential
property in the City of La Porte near Downtown La Porte to allow an accessory dwelling unit
within the existing accessory building for the size and type of the subject property.
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(5) The approval does not interfere substantially with the Comprehensive Land
Development Plan.

The approval of the use variance to allow an accessory dwelling in an existing accessory
building on a property located in close proximity to Downtown La Porte will not interfere
substantially with the Comprehensive Land Development Plan because the City of La Porte
recognizes that accessory dwelling units may be appropriate on similar residential properties
where the minimum requirements for building setbacks, open space, and parking requirements
can be met for the type of land use. The proposed accessory dwelling unit will not interfere
substantially with the Countywide Land Development Plan or the City of La Porte Zoning
Ordinance because it is an important land use that is often used to fill a need in the community
for a certain type of housing for individuals.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff finds that approval of the use variance petition to allow an accessory dwelling unit within
the existing accessory building is appropriate for the surrounding area in close proximity to
Downtown La Porte. Staff recommends approval of Use Variance Petition #26-02 to allow an
accessory dwelling unit within the existing accessory building.

Submitted to the Board of Zoning Appeals September 4™, 2026.
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Attachment D: Standards for Evaluating a Use Variance

Use the following form or attach a separate sheet(s) to explain the Use Variance request. The BZA’s decision
shall be based upon how each of the following statutory requirements is justified in the request.

Petition Information
Describe the proposed use of the property (type of use, hours of operation, access, necessary construction,

employees, etc.).

siele revtal AS A AD O
SHoE Tenma ) .MosrL. o EEKENDS

Standards for Evaluation

1. The approval of the Use Variance will not be injurious to the public health, safety, morals, and general
welfare of the community because....
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2. The use and value of the area adjacent to the property included in the Use Variance will not be
affected in a substantially adverse manner because....
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3. The need for the Use Variance arises from some condition peculiar to the property involved, and is
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4. The strict application of the terms of the Zoning Ordinance will constitute an unnecessary hardship if
applied to the property for which the variance is sought, and is more clearly describgd as....
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9/2/26, 9:10 AM USE-26-2

0‘ City of La Porte September 2, 2026
Record No: USE- Primary Location Applicant

26-2 302C No applicant

. LA PORTE, IN 46350
Board of Zoning Appeals

- Use Variance
Application

Owner

Rhonda Hotwagner

Status: Active

Submitted On: 7/23/2026

Internal Review

https://laportein.workflow.opengov.com/#/explore/records/896467/details 1/5



9/2/26, 8:10 AM USE-26-2

File Date g Petition Number &

07/22/2026 2026-USE-02

Site Review required? @& Date of BZA Meeting &

O 09/09/2026

Decision & Deferred Date (if needed) &
Decision @ & Site Review Meeting Notes Upload &

B @  NoFile Uploaded

Conditions of Approval (if applicable) &

Meeting Notes/Summary &

General Information

https://laportein.workflow.opengov.com/#/explore/records/896467/details



9/2/26, 9:10 AM USE-26-2

Applicant is *

Sole Owner

If you have an engineer please provide the following:

Engineer Preparing Plans Name Engineer Email

Premises Information

Parcel ID Number* Address or General Location*
461002235006000060 302C St

Total Acreage* Flood Zone?*

0.2 No

Zoning* Land Use*

R1C Single Family Residential
Request*

to allow accessory dwelling unit within existing building

Zoning of Adjacent Properties

North* South*
R1C R1C

https:/fiaportein.workflow.opengov.com/#/explorefrecords/896467/details 3/5



9/2/26, 9:10 AM USE-26-2

East* West
R1C R1C

Land Use of Adjacent Properties

North* South*
Residential Residential
East* West*
Residential Residential

Acknowledgement

The above information and attached exhibits, to my knowledge and belief, are true
and correct.

Applicant Signature* Date*
@ Rhonda Hotwagner 07/22/2026
Jul 23,2026

Property Owner Signature

(If different from Applicant)

Property Owner Name Date
Rhonda Hotwagner 07/22/2026

https:/laportein.workflow.opengov.com/#/explore/records/896467/details 4/5



9/2/26, 9:10 AM USE-26-2

Property Owner Signature

https://laportein.workflow.opengov.com/#/explore/records/896467/details 5/56



Attachment A: Consent of Property Owner

Property owner needs to sign and complete this form only if different from applicant

TR
| (wey E,riowDA eTOUNAGSEN

Name(s)

After being first duly swomn, depose and say:
That l/we are the owner(s) of the real estate located at:

202. (. sTeeeT (J\Pome \u (,35D

(Address)

That liwe have read and examined the Application, and are familiar with its contents.
That I/we have no objection to, and consent to such request as set forth in the application.

That such request being made by the applicant ( is) ( is not) a condition to the sale
or lease of the above referenced property.

(AFFIANT)

STATE OF INDIANA)

COUNTY OF { L1 / d"!'

Subscribed and sworn to before me this __ <20 day of I ulj - D0e .

/{“ /&YL\ O‘mw% a2 TANYA JESE;!
M m , Notary Public A R N

1,1,%“& Commission Numbes NP0640749

La Porle County
My Commission exmres fc?l D1 / 0¥ County of Residence: L aloc LE




ITEM 6. Variance of Development Standards #26-08 Petition
to Exceed Maximum Accessory Building Area — Requesting 1,600
Square Feet

Type of Request: Variance of Development Standards

Staff Report: David Heinold

APPLICANT

Name — Jeremy Siford

PROPERTY OWNER

Name — Jeffrey Dorrian

PREMISES AFFECTED

Parcel Number - 46-10-01-253-008.000-043

Actual/approximate address or location from major streets — 1819 Michigan Avenue

Total Acreage — 0.95 acre Flood Zone on Site? - No

gﬁg}:ﬁ (l)f;operty _RIB Use of Subject Property — Single Family Dwelling
Zoning of

Adjacent North: R1B South: R1B East: R1B West: R1B
Properties

West: Single

s Family Dwelling

Family Dwelling

Land Use -
) North: Single s
of Adjacent| ily Dwelling South: Single

Properties Family Dwelling

SUMMARY: The petitioner proposes to allow construction of an approximately 30 foot by 40
foot detached accessory building with covered leanto additions for personal storage and use on
the subject property. The variance of development standards request is to allow 1,600 square
feet of maximum accessory building area.

HISTORY OF SITE: Per the site acrial image, the parcel is 0.95 acre and is currently zoned

R1B (Single Family Residential District). Historically, the property has been used as a single
family residence. The existing single family dwelling is approximately 1,800 square feet
measured in building footprint on an acre residential property.

1|Page




The petitioner proposes to utilize the area at the southeast end of the subject property in the
backyard for an approximately 30 foot by 40 foot detached accessory building for personal
storage and use.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED VARIANCE OF DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS:
The petitioner is requesting a variance of development standards to allow 1,600 square feet of
maximum accessory building area.

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE: Section 7.04 Building Dimensional Requirements shall
be met for the subject property.

SITE REVIEW FINDINGS: Site review is not required for the type of variance petition.

DECISION CRITERIA:

§)) The approval will not be injurious to the public health, safety, morals, and general
welfare of the community;

The proposed accessory building size will not be injurious to the public health, safety, morals,
and general welfare of the community because the existing use of the subject property is for
single family residential and the proposed accessory building will be compatible with
surrounding residential properties within the immediate vicinity. The sizes of residential
accessory buildings ranges from 120 square feet to 1,800 square feet in the surrounding area.
The proposed accessory building size is comparable to the existing accessory buildings and
carports on similar residential properties. On March 5, 2025, the City of La Porte Board of
Zoning Appeals approved a Variance of Development Standards to allow 1,600 square feet of
maximum accessory building area located at 2 Greenacres, which is approximately one mile
south of the subject property with similar types of houses and lot sizes near Kingsbury and
Michigan Avenues.

) The use and value of the area adjacent to the property will not be affected in a
substantially adverse manner; and

The use and value of the area adjacent to the property will not be affected in a substantially
adverse manner with the construction of a 1,600 square foot accessory building for storage of
personal storage of vehicles and lawn maintenance equipment. The proposed 1,600 square foot
accessory building will not negatively impact the use and value of the area adjacent to the
property because the carport will be used for personal storage. The sizes of residential accessory
buildings ranges from 120 square feet to 1,800 square feet in the surrounding area. City staff
recommends adding a condition that the petitioner utilize the existing driveway easement for
ingress and egress to the proposed accessory building to limit the number of driveways on
Michigan Avenue.

2|Page



(3) The strict application of the terms of the zoning ordinance will result in practical
difficulties in the use of the property.

The strict application of the terms of the zoning ordinance to limit the size of the accessory
building to 721 square feet on 0.95 acre will constitute practical difficulty in the use of the
property to store personal vehicles and property maintenance equipment on site. The sizes of
residential accessory buildings ranges from 120 square feet to 1,800 square feet in the

surrounding area.

City staff recommends adding a condition to the approval of the variance that the proposed
single-story accessory building shall be composed of similar exterior materials for site-built
residential dwellings. Section 14.01 (b) (1) sets forth requirements for primary materials on site-
built residential dwellings to consist of one (1) or more of the following:

1. Residential horizontal aluminum, vinyl, or fiber cement lap siding;

2. Cedar or other wood siding;

3. Stucco;

4. Brick;

5. Stone (including native stone, cultured stone cast stone or other masonry material with

the appearance of stone);
6. Other similar quality material to the above, as determined by the enforcement official.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff finds that the requested variance of development standards petition conforms to the goals

and policies of the Countywide Land Development Plan. The requested variance to exceed the
maximum area limitations for accessory buildings to allow 1,600 square feet of total accessory
building area is appropriate for the surrounding area. Staff recommends approval of the
petitioner’s request to exceed the maximum area limitations for accessory buildings to allow
1,600 square feet of total accessory building area as part of Variance of Development Standards

Petition #26-08 with the following condition:

1.) That the accessory building shall be composed of similar exterior materials for site-
built residential dwellings as required by Section 14.01 (b) (1) in the 2017 City of La

Porte Revised Joint Zoning Ordinance.
2.) That the petitioner shall utilize the existing access easement adjacent to the southern

property boundary for ingress and egress to the accessory building.

Submitted to the Board of Zoning Appeals September 4, 2026.
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General Site Plan

1819 Michigan Ave, La Porte
Parcel: 461001253008000043

**Gize not to scale. Pending survey.

Set backs to follow Article 16 of the Zoning Ordinance
¢ Pending survey

Small patio
18' tall garage
30' x 40' proposed garage



Hello!

Our names are Ashlan and Jeremy Siford, and we are the family currently under contract to
purchase 1819 Michigan Ave. We have two boys and an adult daughter, and we absolutely love
the charm of the home and the neighborhood. We are very excited about the possibility of

becoming your neighbors!

We stopped by today to introduce ourselves because our purchase is contingent upon receiving
approval for a variance to build a secondary garage on the property. You should be receiving a
formal notice in the mail this week regarding the variance, so we wanted to personally reach out

beforehand in case you had any questions.

Our intent for the garage is primarily tc store scme cf our larger items, such as our boat and jet
skis, so they can be kept neatly out of sight rather than becoming an eyesore on the property.
We also plan to design the garage in a way that complements the home and respects its
historical character and the surrounding neighborhood.

If you have any questions about the project, or if you would simply like to introduce vourselves,
we would be very happy to hear from you!

We look forward to meeting you and hopefully becoming part of the neighborhood soon!

Warmly,
Jeremy Siford, 219-608-5489 & Ashlan Siford, 219-363-6315



Attachment D: Standards for Evaluating a Variance

Use the following form or attach a separate sheet (s) to explain the Variance request. The BZA's decision shall be based
upon how each of the following statutory requirements is justified in the request. Attach additional sheets if necessary.

Project Name: 1819 Michigan Avenue Out Building

Petition Information
Describe the proposed use of the property (type of use, hours of operation, access, necessary
construction, employees, etc.)

To provide safe and secure storage of personal vehicles, lawn equipment, and boat.

Standards for Evaluation

1. The variance will not be injurious to the public health, safety, morals, and general welfare of the
community because......

The building will be constructed in what is already a fenced in back yard away from the road or any walking
paths.

2. The use or value of the area to the property included in the variance will not be affected in a substantially
adverse manner because......

The building will be constructed far enough from the road to not be easily visible. Additionally, the building will
be constructed with materials/design in line with the main structure to match the finished aesthetic.

3. The strict application of the terms of the Ordinance will continue the unusual and unnecessary hardship
as applied to the property for which the variance is sought because...

Strict adherence would allow for only a 721 sqg/ft building which would not be sufficient for the purpose of storing
my vehicles and lawn equipment.




8/20/26, 2:01 PM VAR-26-5

o City of La Porte August 20, 2026
Record No: VAR- Primary Location Applicant
26-5 1819 MICHIGAN AVE 2 Jeremy Siford
) LA PORTE, IN 46350 219-608-5489
Board of Zoning Appeals J . ,
] Owner @ sifordspeed@gmail.com
- Variance of # 184 W Greenlawn Drive
Development Standards Jeffrey Dorrian LaPorte, IN 46350
Application Michigan Avenue 1819

LaPorte, Indiana 46350
Status: Active

Submitted On: 8/20/2026

Internal Review

File Date @& Petition Number &
08/20/2026 2026-VAR-08

Site Review required? @ Date of BZA Meeting &

OJ 09/09/2026

Decision @ Deferred Date (if needed) &
Decision @ & Site Review Meeting Notes Upload &

) @  NoFile Uploaded

Conditions of Approval (if applicable) &

https://laportein.workflow.opengov.com/#/explore/records/896751/details 1/4



8/20/26, 2:01 PM

Meeting Notes/Summary &

General Information

Applicant is *
Other

VAR-26-5

Other, Please Specify*

Purchaser

If you have an engineer please provide the following:

Engineer Preparing Plans Name

Premises Information

Parcel ID Number*

461001253008.00006

Total Acreage*

0.95

Zoning*

Residential

https://laportein.workflow.opengov.com/#/explore/record s/896751/details

Engineer Email

Address or General Location*

1819 Michigan Avenue

Flood Zone?*

No

Land Use*

Residential one family dwelling on
platted lot
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8/20/26, 2:01 PM

Request*

VAR-26-5

Variance for out building exceeding 721sq/ft.

Zoning of Adjacent Properties

North*

Residential

East*

Residential

Land Use of Adjacent Properties

North*

Residential

East*

Residential

Acknowledgement

https://laportein.workﬂow.opengov.com/#lexplore/records/896751/details

South*

Residential

West

Residential

South*

Residential

West*

Residential
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8/20/26, 2:01 PM VAR-26-5

The above information and attached exhibits, to my knowledge and belief, are true
and correct.

Applicant Signature* Date*
@ Jeremy M Siford 07/31/2026
Jul 31, 2026

Property Owner Signature

(If different from Applicant)

Property Owner Name Date
Jeffrey Dorrian 08/20/2026
Property Owner Signature
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Attachment A: Consent of Property Owner

Property owner needs to sign and complete this form only if different from applicant

/
I (we) \_.f’@’fl‘P/‘e i7 -OO LL o

Name(s)

After being first duly sworn, depose and say:
That l/we are the owner(s) of the real estate located at:

[B19 M{'oh{c}»w 293 Lﬂfno/"re_ (N

(Address)

That I/we have read and examined the Application, and are familiar with its contents.

That I/we have no objection to, and consent to such request as set forth in the application.

That such request being made by the applicant ( %/ is) ( is not) a condition to the sale

or lease of the above referenced property.

(AFFIANT)

AN @fé’fm_ .
V.

ATE OF INDIANA)

) SS:
COUNTY OF li’pOfJ"P )

-

Subscribed and sworn to before me this |~ g day of pﬂ }\_SS)I_ J.,S'L : &me

, Notary Public

My Commission expires: f 2&'%‘ ?) .200unty of Residence: \/P&U( e

i February 5, 2033

,m% JEANIENE EMERICK

e D2 j Ex;

@fm My Commission Expros
AR La Porte County




Heinold, David

From: Becky Larson <beck.larson@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, September 3, 2026 9:57 PM

To: Heinold, David

Subject: RE: Zoning Variance Request 1819 Michigan Ave./Siford

Caution: This is an external email and has a suspicious subject or content. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments. When in doubt, contact your IT Department

To the City of La Porte Board of Zoning Appeals:

We wish to inform the members of the BZA that we strongly oppose Mr. Siford's variance request to build
an accessory building far exceeding the 721 square feet maximum allowed under Article 16 of the City of

La Porte Zoning Ordinance.

Another concern is the possibility of an additional driveway for access, which would be a disruption to
the residential streetscape.

Michigan Avenue has long been a desirable neighborhood with many homes of historic architectural
significance. An oversized accessory building will greatly detract from the beauty of the home located on
the subject property as well as the adjacent properties and the neighborhood as a whole.

If this variance request is allowed, we can expect more requests to deviate from the standards which
have helped our neighborhood maintain its appeal for over one hundred years.

Respectfully,

Tom and Becky Larson
1914 Michigan Ave.

La Porte, IN 46350
PH: (219) 363-1045

ECEIVE
SEP 04 2026
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