City of La Porte Historic Preservation Commission Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, November 19, 2025 at or after 5:30 PM

City Hall, Council Chambers, 801 Michigan Avenue

A meeting of the City of La Porte Historic Preservation Commission (“Commission”) was held
at City Hall Council Chambers, 801 Michigan Avenue, La Porte, IN, 46350 on Wednesday,
November 19, 2025 at or after 5:30 P.M. (“Local Time”), pursuant to notice duly given in
accordance with the rules of the Commission and the Indiana Open Door Law.

This meeting was called to order at 5:34 PM by Sallie LaRocco, Chair.
The board recited the pledge of allegiance along with individuals in attendance.

On call of the roll, the members of the Commission were shown to be present or absent
as follows:

MEMBERS PRESENT: Sallie LaRocco, Fonda Owens, Bruce Johnson,
and Peter Steele.

MEMBERS ABSENT: Christa Hurley-King.
GUESTS PRESENT: David Heinold, Drew Buchanan, and Deb Parcell.
MINUTES: No quorum present.

CORRESPONDENCE REPORTS (CLAIMS, COAs, Demolition Reports): David provided an
update that he attended a call with the consulting parties regarding
a status update on the Section 106 Dual Review for the project at
205 Rumely Street in La Porte, Indiana. David mentioned that he
orally provided comments from the HPC as a consulting party at this
meeting. David explained that the Indiana Housing and Community
Development Authority will issue a follow up letter in regards to the
Dual Review and we have not seen the letter yet.

COMMITTEE REPORTS: None.

OLD BUSINESS:

A. HPC Educational Workshop Planning — Deb provided an update that
they are working developing a process for partnerships with affiliated
groups to manage educational workshops.

NEW BUSINESS:

A. At-risk properties discussion — Sallie mentioned that there is no
update on the letter, but there will be a discussion in January with
the new HPC members involved.




B. HPC Educational Session — No update.

D. Train station candlelight tour — Sallie mentioned that decorating is
underway and will need help cleaning the week before the tour.

HEARING OF VISITORS: None.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Peter mentioned that he attended the plaster workshop at the Poledor House in South Bend and
mentioned that Indiana Landmarks is having a Holiday Open House on December 9. Deb
mentioned that there is a link on the Indiana Landmarks website for event RSVP. Sallie
mentioned that they NEST Shelter in La Porte is having a candlelight gathering at 5:30 pm on
Saturday after the candlelight tour.

Deb mentioned that have been some changes with Indiana Landmarks assistance and she will
have a copy of an updated contract for professional services. She also mentioned that Indiana
Landmarks will have Blake Swihart assist the La Porte HPC since there are some changes in
how the districts will be split up in northern Indiana.

Sallie thanked Deb for her assistance to the commission and looked forward to the changes with
Indiana Landmarks in the future.

There being no further discussion, a motion was made by Peter Steele to adjourn and the
motion was seconded by Fonda Owens. The meeting adjourned at 5:53 PM.
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