City of La Porte Historic Preservation Commission Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, September 16, 2025 at 5:30 PM

City Hall, Council Chambers, 801 Michigan Avenue

A meeting of the City of La Porte Historic Preservation Commission (“Commission”) was held
at City Hall Council Chambers, 801 Michigan Avenue, La Porte, IN, 46350 on Tuesday,
September 16, 2025 at 5:30 P.M. (“Local Time"), pursuant to notice duly given in accordance
with the rules of the Commission and the Indiana Open Door Law.

This meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM by Sallie LaRocco, Chair.
The board recited the pledge of allegiance along with individuals in attendance.

On call of the roll, the members of the Commission were shown to be present or absent
as follows:

MEMBERS PRESENT: Sallie LaRocco, Fonda Owens, Bruce Johnson,
Christa Hurley-King, and Peter Steele.

MEMBERS ABSENT: None.
GUESTS PRESENT: David Heinold, Drew Buchanan, and Deb Parcell.

MINUTES: Bruce mentioned that a change needs to be made to write ‘Mike
Belzowski’. Fonda Owens made a motion to approve the meeting
minutes from August 19, 2025 with name change amendment.
The motion was seconded by Peter Steele. The motion passed 4-0.

CORRESPONDENCE REPORTS (CLAIMS, COAs, Demolition Reports): None.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

A. Sunflower Fair booth — Christa mentioned that the booth will be on
Jefferson Avenue by City Hall. There will be no coloring book
sales. The tent, table, and tablecloth are in City Hall. Christa will
setup booth and can stay until 3 pm. Sallie will be there from 11
am to 1 pm and 3 pm to close. Christa mentioned that there will be
stickers and brochures to handout.

OLD BUSINESS:

A. HPC Educational Workshop Planning — Deb mentioned that she is
working on mason workshop for early next year. Bruce mentioned
that he is still working on coordinating with Mike Belzowski on a
potential workshop. Deb will reach out to contacts for workshops.



NEW BUSINESS:

A. At-risk properties discussion — Sallie mentioned that this item will be
tabled until next month. Fonda questioned if the focus should only
be on commercial properties. There was some discussion about
the at-risk properties list amongst the board.

B. HPC Educational Session — Sallie mentioned that this item will be
tabled until next month. Deb explained that she is working on some
educational sessions based on NAPC webinars.

C. HPC Coloring Book Sponsorship — Bruce reported that he delivered
the coloring books to the elementary schools in the area. He
mentioned that we have about 50 coloring books left after the
distribution. Sallie explained that the HPC will need to approval
donation of $148 to cover the cost of printing the historical coloring
books. Fonda Owens made a motion to approve a donation of
$148 from the HPC Restricted account and the motion was
seconded by Christa Hurley-King. The motion passed 4-0. Fonda
explained that the Hawkins Print Shop claim payment also needs to
be approved. Fonda Owens made a motion to approve the
Hawkins Print Shop claim payment for printing the historical
coloring books in the amount of $1,448.00 and Christa Hurley-
King seconded the motion. The motion passed 4-0.

D. Train station candlelight tour — Sallie explained that Peter will allow

use of Christmas village set and Annette will let the group in to
decorate prior to the candlelight tour on December 7" and 8™.

HEARING OF VISITORS: None.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Bruce, Christa, and Peter will be attending the Preserving Historic
Places Conference at the end of the month.

There being no further discussion, a motion was made by Peter Steele to adjourn and the
motion was second_ d by Fonda Owens. The meeting adjourned at 6:01 PM.
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