Minutes of the La Porte City Fire Department
Fire Merit Commission

August 5th, 2026

The Fire Merit Commission met in person at Fire Station 1. Present were Commission
members President Alison Zoll, Dr. James Edwards, Josh Huelat. Chief Andrew Snyder
and Fire Pension Secretary - Firefighter Brian Gray were also in attendance.

The meeting was called to order by President Zoll at 6:33 PM.

The minutes from July 8th, 2026, were read by Josh Huelat and a motion to accept them
with a minor correction was made by Dr. Edwards and seconded by Josh Huelat. The
motion passed unanimously.

Old Business — President Zoll informed the Commission she had run the candidate
ranking to the 100%™ percentile as discussed in the July meeting. This calculation did break
the tie between two applicants, with the list remaining in the order as presented at the
July meeting.

New Business — Chief Snyder informed the Commission that Firefighter Patrick Schuyler
had applied for pension disability and had been approved by INPRS. As such, he was no
longer employed with the City Fire Department as of Friday, July 31, 2026. Chief Snyder
stated that the Local Pension Board will determine if said Firefighter will be eligible for
reemployment later. This has created an opening within the Department, and the Chief
informed the Commission that he obtained permission from the Board of Public Works to
hire someone for that position. President Zoll informed the Commission that Applicant
James Snyder is next on the eligibility list as he is a lateral candidate. The chief stated
that he would begin the hiring process. Chief Snyder added this would be a quicker
process and less costly since the candidate would not need to attend the Academy. Chief
stated he had spoken to the Union President, and each agreed. President Zoll said she
. could provide the candidate with the necessary forms. Chief Snyder said he would reach
out to James Snyder after the City’s H.R. Department was finished with Background
checks.

Public Comment - None
A motion to adjourn was made by made by Josh Huelat and seconded by Dr. Edwards.

Motion carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 6:44 p.m.
Recorded by Lyn De Groote
Fire Merit Commission Secretary



