Minutes of the La Porte City Fire Department
Merit Commission

February 4, 2026

The Merit Commission met in person at Fire Station 1. Present were Commission
members President Alison Zoll, Dr. James Edwards, Josh Huelat, and Miles Fettinger.
Assistant Chief Zac Kanney was also in attendance. Councilwoman Julie West was also
in attendance.

The meeting was called to order at 6:32 PM.

The minutes from January 7%, 2026, were read and a motion to accept them as presented
was made, a request for spelling error was noted, then motion by Josh Huelat was
reentered and seconded by Dr. Edwards. The motion passed unanimously.

The Special Session Minutes from January 29% 2026 were read and a motion to accept them as
presented was made by Miles Fettinger and seconded by Josh Huelat. The motion passed
unanimously.

Old Business —The Special Session and Executive Session meetings were held in J anuary
concerning a disciplinary issue. Discussion was also held regarding the State Guidelines
recently being removed, requiring certain certifications for certain ranks that recently
having been rescinded. Based on these guidelines the Merit Commission had written
these certifications into the Rules & Procedures. Concerns about the requirements were
raised and discussion was tabled until next Fire Merit meeting to be held on March 4th,
2026.

New Business —~The Commission received a quote for the Aptitude Placement testing
from Proctor John D. Coggins. The motion to accept the quote was made by Dr. Edwards
and seconded by Josh Huelat. A tentative date was scheduled for Saturday April 18
2026, at 8:00 a.m., CST. The location for this year’s test is TBD. Discussion was held as
to a possible fee of twenty ($20.00) being applied to applications this year in hopes to
avoid the expense of cancelations\no shows for testing. It was determined this amount
would cover the cost for the application process. The deadline for Advertising is March
27. Assistant Chief Zach Kanney offered to contact the State Union to request
advertising on their platform as well. President Alison Zoll requested a timeline that
allows the Commission to discuss options for payment of the Applications fees with the
City Clerk’s Office. A motion to accept the quote was made by Dr. Edwards and
seconded by Josh Huelat. Motion carried unanimously.

The Commission received a quote from Duneland for advertising services which was
viewed by the Commission members. Motion to accept the quote was made by Miles
Fittinger and seconded by Dr. Edwards. Motion carried unanimously.

Determining May hiring dates were tabled for next Fire Merit Meeting in March.
Miles Fettinger made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Josh Huelat at 7:25 PM.

Recorded by Lyn De Groote
Merit Commission Secretary



