
 

 CITY OF LA PORTE – BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS AGENDA 
Tuesday, December 9, 2025 at or after 6:00 p.m. 

Immediately upon conclusion of Plan Commission meeting 
City Hall Council Chambers | 801 Michigan Ave. 
www.cityoflaporte.com        |        (219) 362-8260 

NOTE: Individuals requesting to speak on an agenda item must fill 
out a comment form with their name, address, and discussion topic.   
 
Regular Meeting Agenda Items  
Members of the public should understand the Board of Zoning Appeals 
members may be unable to thoroughly review and consider materials delivered 
by the day of the public hearing.  The order of business shall be: 
A.   Applicant Presentation        B.  Public Comment        C.  Staff Presentation 
D.   Applicant Response           E.  Board Discussion/Action 

ITEM 1.   Call Meeting to Order 

ITEM 2.   Pledge of Allegiance 

ITEM 3.   Roll Call & Determination of Quorum 

ITEM 4.   Approval of Minutes: November 12, 2025 Meeting Minutes 

ITEM 5.   VARIANCE OF DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS #25-16 
PETITION to Allow Conversion of Existing Billboard to 
Digital Electronic Message Center and Allow 10 Second 
Dwell Message Change Time between Sign Messages 
Petitioner: Lamar Advertising (David Herman) 
Property Owner: Kenneth Carlson 
Location: 1213 Pine Lake Avenue 
Staff Report: David Heinold 

ITEM 6.   SPECIAL EXCEPTION USE #25-05 PETITION to Allow 
Salvage and Recycling Center 
Petitioner: DHS, LLC dba Spectrum Recycling Services, Inc. 
Property Owner: same 
Location: 209 Brighton Street 
Staff Report: David Heinold 

ITEM 7.   VARIANCE OF DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS #25-21 
PETITION to Allow Reduction in the Minimum Number of 
Acres from 10 Acres to the Current Size of 2.17 Acres; and 
Remove the Minimum Landscape Setback along the 
Southern Property Boundary of 10 Feet that includes trees 
along the property line 
Petitioner: DHS, LLC dba Spectrum Recycling Services, Inc. 
Property Owner: same 
Location: 209 Brighton Street 
Staff Report: David Heinold 
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ITEM 8.   USE VARIANCE #25-04 PETITION to Allow the Construction 
of Townhomes in the R1D Zoning District 
Petitioner: City of La Porte 
Property Owner: Diocese of Gary Church,  
Bishop Andrew Grutka  
Location: 128 Bach Street 
Staff Report: David Heinold 

ITEM 9.   VARIANCE OF DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS #25-17 
PETITION to Reduce the Minimum Front Yard Building 
Setback from 20 Feet to 8 Feet  
Petitioner: City of La Porte 
Property Owner: Diocese of Gary Church,  
Bishop Andrew Grutka 
Location: 128 Bach Street 
Staff Report: David Heinold 

ITEM 10.  VARIANCE OF DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS #25-18 
PETITION to Reduce the Minimum Front Yard Building 
Setbacks along Roosevelt, Pine, and Bach Streets from 20 
Feet to 5 Feet for Construction of Townhomes 
Petitioner: City of La Porte 
Property Owner: Aurelio Melgoza 
Location: 111 Roosevelt Street 
Staff Report: David Heinold 

ITEM 11.  VARIANCE OF DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS #25-19 
PETITION to Reduce the Minimum Front Yard Building 
Setbacks from 20 Feet to 10 Feet; Reduce the Minimum 
Side Yard Building Setback to 0 Feet with a total for both 
sides from 15 Feet to 10 Feet; Reduce the Minimum Rear 
Yard Building Setback from 20 Feet to 5 Feet; Reduce the 
Minimum Lot Area from 5,000 Square Feet to 4,000 Square 
Feet; and Reduce the Minimum Lot Width from 50 Feet to 
40 Feet 
Petitioner: City of La Porte 
Property Owner: City of La Porte Park Board 
Location: 100 West Allen Street 
Staff Report: David Heinold 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ITEM 12.  VARIANCE OF DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS #25-20 
PETITION to Reduce the Minimum Lot Width from 50 Feet 
to 45 Feet; Reduce the Minimum Side Yard Building 
Setbacks from 15 Feet to 10 Feet; and Reduce the 
Minimum First Floor Square Footage from 800 Square 
Feet to 500 Square Feet  
Petitioner: Lennar Homes of Indiana, LLC  
(Attorney Bill Nelson) 
Property Owner: Recreational Properties US, LLC 
Location: 3233 North State Road 39 
Staff Report: David Heinold 

ITEM 13. Old Business 

ITEM 14.  New Business 

ITEM 15.  Other Business 

                                               ITEM 16.  Adjournment 

 

Live and archived transmissions of the Board of Zoning Appeals meetings are available at 
www.facebook.com/cityoflaportein and www.youtube.com/cityoflaportein. Minutes and 
agendas from previous meetings are available online at www.cityoflaporte.com. Those 
seeking to provide public comment on an agenda item must fill out a comment form with 
their name, address, and discussion topic.  The Board Chair will call them to the podium to 
speak when it is time for public comments on the agenda item.  All speakers must clearly 
state their name and address for the record. Speakers will be given a reasonable length of 
time (as determined by the Board Chair) to make their comment and/or express an opinion. 
All comments must be in the form of statements.. Personal attacks will not be tolerated and 
may result in exclusion from future public comment opportunities. 
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